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Q= Overseas Students Magazine

A=Jeffrey Lehman

Q: There are so many thousands
of applicants every year, but only a few
hundred are admitted. Can you tell me
about the size of NYU Shanghai?

A: When we started, we only had
300 students in each class, 151 from
China and149 from the rest of the world.
We're growing. This year, we’ re up
to 450. Then in this fall we will have
226 from China and 224 from the rest
of the world. And after that, next year
we will go to 500 students total, 251
from China and 249 from the rest of the
world. However, we have more than
15,000 applicants for those seats. We
donot have nearly enough room for all
the students we want to accept.

There are so many applicants
who are perfectly qualified to study at
NYU Shanghai. They are super smart.
They are at the top of their high school
class. They know that our classes
are all taught in English, and they
speak English well enough to study in
English. They are curious about the
world. They are eager to encounter new
ideas. They’ re not afraid of studying
problems that don’ t have answers.

Q: So since they are all so brilliant and
good at everything. But why do you choose
the 450 or 500 students you choose and not
others?

A:lt is very difficult, and we rely
on a very experienced admissions team
to make these judgments.

The team knows that, to begin with,

we want all our students to share some
qualities. They have to be top students.
And they have to speak English well
enough to study in English.
Each year they hold a series of
“candidate weekend” days where
they invite students who have excelled
in high school and assess their readiness
to study in an English environment.
They look at candidates’

understand spoken English, to speak, to

ability to

read, and to write; all of those things.
This is to assess the essential shared
qualities.

But then they hold interviews
where they are looking beyond the
shared qualities. They are trying to
determine what makes each student
unique and special. We want each class
to be diverse in many, many ways. We
don’ t want all our students to have
the same personality. We don’ t want
them all, for example, to be loud and
aggressive. We want some who are
shy and quiet, some who are loud and
aggressive, some who are fantastic at
athletics, some who are fantastic at
music.

It 1s important to know that we are
not looking for students who are great
at everything.

We do want them to be curious
about everything. We want them to
be interested in everything, but that
includes being interested in things even
when they aren’t any good at them at
all.

And we also want students who
have cared deeply about something.
We want them to have had something
that they have loved to do. They may
not expect to love that same thing in
the future. But we want them to have
known what it means to commit oneself
passionately to an idea or an activity.

Our admissions team is looking
to build a collection of students who
share certain qualities — things like
intelligence, curiosity, and work ethic,

N | PEOPLE

but who are also very different from one
another. This goes back to the research
on creativity. We want our students to
be constantly encountering difference.
That will enable them to fuel the idea
inventory in their brain, not only with
their own ideas and their own way of
thinking about the world, but also with
as many different ways of looking at the
world as possible.

Right now we have students from
more than 80 different countries in
our little university. That’ s one way
we help to ensure that our students
are constantly encountering one kind
of difference, but that is just the
beginning.

But think about what it means for
our students’ learning experience.
Imagine a student who just loves
French literature, that’s the thing they
care about. And they know absolutely
nothing about video games. And their
roommate just loves video games
and knows absolutely nothing about
French literature. And they talk to each
“Why do you
like French literature so much, what'’s
And the

“It transports me to a new

other. And one says,

so interesting about that?”
other says,
world and stretches my imagination.”
And the first one says, “Wow, that’ s
exactly why I like video games! They
transport me to a new world, and they
stretch my imagination!”

What a tremendous learning
experience these two students have
had. They discovered similarities inside
their differences. Each became more
curious about a world in which they
previously had no interest. And their
learning was more powerful because
it was associated not with words on
a screen or the voice of a teacher. It
came through direct, personal, human
interaction.

Through our admissions process we
try to assemble a class where that kind of
learning can happen all the time.
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